Osteoradionecrosis: a study of the incidence in the North West of England.
A retrospective survey of 200 patients was carried out to determine the incidence of osteoradionecrosis in the North West of England. The patients all had been treated with radiotherapy for squamous cell carcinoma of the oral cavity. An overall incidence of osteoradionecrosis of 19.6% was found. Cases were designated as having major, moderate or minor osteoradionecrosis. The incidence of major osteoradionecrosis was 8%. Hemimandibulectomy was required for management of the necrosis in 3%. Factors involved in the aetiology are discussed.